
Roger's Life Story
Roger Burtraum Swanson was born on April 4, 1938 as the only son to 
Chester and Ruby Swanson in Red Wing (MN). He was brother to Dorothy 
and Cheryl. Roger spent his first seven years on a farm near Cannon Falls 
(MN). They lived in Red Wing for five years before moving the family to St. 
Paul (MN). He graduated from Harding High School in 1955 and worked 
for three years at the First National Bank in downtown St. Paul. After this, 
he began at North Central Life Insurance Company where he spent most 
of his working years dedicated to being a systems analyst and programmer.

He loved cars, motorcycles, snowmobiles and was an avid fixer of these 
things. Roger enjoyed being outside camping, biking, cross country skiing, 
road trips in the car with picnics and festivals, home improvement projects, 
polka, and 50s and bluegrass music. What far outweighed all these was 
his dedication to his wife, Joyce; investment of time in his family; and his 
commitment to his confession of faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior 
made as a young boy at Lake Wapogasset Bible Camp. 

His work and service came from a heart to help and serve others which 
showed up in his faithful service to his company he worked for. He served 
here at First Free where he has belonged since high school, attending youth 
group here, helped with Boys Brigade, served with the ushers and offertory 
committee, building clean-up weekends, and attending adult Sunday school. 
He drove the church van for some years for a program called Release Time. 
Young kiddos in the nearby schools could be released for a couple hours to 
come to First Free to have Bible school. He and his long-time friend, Gene, 
would pick up and drop off these little ones, providing an easy opportunity 
for them to learn about Jesus. 

He showed himself to be a gentle and kind man with quiet confidence, 
wisdom and lots of forbearing love and a tenderness which was felt while 
you were with him. He loved people, was interested in them, and made 
friends easily. His laughter and smile: contagious. His integrity, courage 
and internal fortitude came from a heart and life that was tested, tried and 
proved. Roger passed into eternity and met his Jesus on March 4, 2023.

He is survived by his legacy of family: Children Doug Fleischer, Joy (Scott) 
Ostrom, Amy (Brent) Peterson, Geoff (Leah) Swanson and Matt (Angela) 
Swanson; Grandchildren Garrett (Lindsay) Ostrom, Evan (Sage) Ostrom, 
Hannah (Adam) Lane, Britta Peterson, Josh Peterson, Sophia (Brent) Wipf, 
Davis Swanson, Henry Swanson, Godlieb Swanson, Esther Swanson, Jay 
(Haylie) Swanson, Andrew Swanson and Bradley Swanson; and Great-
Grandchildren Macey, Tate, Laney, Ryleigh, Grant, Avery and Oliver.

Roger Burtraum Swanson
April 4, 1938 – March 4, 2023

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;

indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
PSALM 16:5-6



Memorial Service
March 13, 2023  |  First Evangelical Free Church  |  Maplewood, MN

Prelude – "I'm Bound for the Promised Land" by Johnny Cash

Welcome & Prayer – By Joy Ostrom (Daughter)

Scriptures
John 14:1-3 (Read by Henry Swanson - Grandson)
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (Read by Garrett Ostrom - Grandson)

Family Tributes      
Doug Fleischer (Son)
Geoff Swanson (Son)
Matt Swanson (Son)
Cheryl Hanson (Sister)

                                            
Memories – Led by Garrett and Evan Ostrom (Grandsons)

Message

Hymn – "How Deep the Father's Love For Us"

Benediction

Postlude – "Jesus Is Coming Soon" by The Oakridge Boys

Lunch – Please join our family in the Fellowship Hall.

Burial – Roger will be laid to rest in Cannon Falls Cemetery 
     (Cannon Falls, MN) at 3 p.m. on Mar. 13. All are 
     welcome at the graveside service.

Officiant – Pastor Todd Olson (First Free Maplewood)
Worship Leader – Tara Larsen 
Pianist – Pam Olson 
Pallbearers – Garrett Ostrom, Evan Ostrom, Josh Peterson, 
                     Davis Swanson, Henry Swanson, Jay Swanson, 
                      Andrew Swanson and Bradley Swanson

Perfect Trust
A poem found in Chester Swanson's Bible - Author Unknown

I may not always know the way
Wherein God leads my feet

But this I know, that round my path
His love and wisdom meet;

And so I rest content to know
He guides my feet where'er I go.

I may not always understand
Just why He sends to me

Some bitter grief, some heavy loss;
But, though I cannot see,

I kneel and whisper through my tears
A prayer for help, and know He hears.

My cherished plans and hopes may fail,
My idols turn to dust;

But this I know, my Father's love,
Is always safe to trust;

These things are dear to me, but still
Above them all I love His will.

Oh, precious peace within my heart;
Oh, blessed rest to know

A Father's love keeps constant watch,
Amid life's ebb and flow;

I ask no more than this; I rest
Content and know His way is best.


